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It wasn’t working...

MY PERSONAL JOURNEY:
THE CULTURE WARS
FROM PROPOSITIONAL ANGER & POWER-OVER
TO CONTEMPLATIVE ACTIVISM AND

NONVIOLENT EFFECTIVENESS















Power Over vs. Nonviolence

"Nonviolence Is the constant awareness of
the dignity and humanity of oneself and
others; It seeks truth and |justice; It
renounces violence both in method and in
agtltitude [(spirit); 11 Is O couUurageols
acceptance of active love and goodwill as
the instrument with which to overcome evil
and ftransform both oneself and others.”

- Joan Baez



Power Over vs. Nonviolence

"The master's tools (violence) will never
dismantle the master's house. They may
allow us temporarily to beat him at his own
game, but they will never enable us to bring
about genuine change.”

- Audre Lorde
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I g It (Oppressive, dehumanized, interaction)

- Strips away the dignity of the other (dehumanizes)
- Makes them a tool, a thing to use

* Disposes of personhood by “mining” the other: Am |

going to get what | want from this? (Inner-colonialist)

- Paralyzes true transformation by proselytizing









Yes. Things must change!

IT'S NOT A MATTER OF IF, BUT HOW



Yes. Things must change.

MODERN SEGREGATION

 RESIDENTIAL SEGREGATION: (Richard Rothstein, The Color of Law)

- EDUCATIONAL SEGREGATION: (Noliwe M Rooks, Cutting School:
Privatization, Segregation, and the End of Public Education)

- OCCUPATIONAL: (AmericanProgress.org)

« CRIMINAL JUSTICE: EJI: Equal Justice Initiative
- CONGREGATIONAL (RELIGIOUS): Pew; 80% / The 11:00 Factor










"However, when the desegregation process is one
hundred percent complete, the human relations
dilemma of our nation will still be monumental unless
we launch now the parallel thrust of the integration
process. Although the terms desegregation and
integration are often used interchangeably, there is a
great deal of difference between the two. In the context
of what our national community needs, desegregation
alone is empty and shallow. We must always be aware
of the fact that our ultimate goal is integration, and
that desegregation is only a first step on the road to the
good society. Perhaps this is the point at which we
should define our terms."
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Checkmark D.E.IL is not Integration

It leads to "physical proximity without
spiritual affinity.” It gives us a society where
people are physically desegregated and
spiritually segregated, where elbows are

together and hearts are apart. It gives us

special (spacial) togetherness and spiritual
apartness. It leaves us with a stagnant
equality of sameness rather than a
constructive equality of onenes



Code switching: Is a strategy
for people of color to
successfully navigate

Inferracial inferactions and
has large implications for
their well-being, economic
advancement, and even
pohysical survival.

SOURCE: HARVARD BUSINESS REVIEW



'‘Broadly, code-switching
INnvolves adjusting one’s style
of speech, appearance,
behavior, and expression In
ways that will optimize the
comfort of others In
exchange for fair treatment,
quality service, and
O employment opportunities.”

- Harvard Business Review

SOURCE: HARVARD BUSINESS REVIEW



We can not (only) think
our way out of this.

“Love alone is credible; nothing else can be believed, and nothing

else ought to be believed.” - Hans Urs von Balthasar
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Cancel culture and call-out
culture Is the practice of
thinking we can punish,
publicly shame, and dispose
of people as a way to
create accountability and
justice and safety.

A note on Cancel Culture

“How do you want to be held when you're the problem? If your
worst behavior is spotlit, how do you want to be held in your
community? Without empathy, the human race doesn’t survive.”

- Adrienne Maree Brown



“Think about all the
people who loved

you into being...”

...and then share this gift with someone.



We can not (only) think
our way out of this.

“Love alone is credible; nothing else can be believed, and nothing

else ought to be believed.” - Hans Urs von Balthasar
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